group of researchers who conduct and apply the evidence from well designed studies to construct policy in support of prevention measures. When I was contemplating the need to complete the picture previously started by the PHR coverage of health disparities with a discussion of the special case of children's health, I asked Ed and Barb to guest edit this issue. The result is a collection of papers that substantially adds to the evidence that should be considered when establishing policy to addresses children's health disparities.
You might think that evidence of the presence of health disparities in juvenile populations would be more likely to cause outrage than its occurrence in adult populations. You might also think that this would result in an environment conducive to change. Yet there has been little progress made in narrowing the gap of health disparities, even among children. How can this be? I believe we will eventually mobilize to reduce the gap meaningfully. The unthinkable is that our collective spirit has been numbed beyond caring for young people whose only offense was to be born into unfortunate circumstances.
Robert A. Rinsky, PhD
